AFTER   EVEREST
staff, sixty or more of them. This is the time when the
night-duty people come off and hand over their work to
the much larger day staff. Plenty of work has gone on
before seven: operation cases have had to be prepared,
and many odd jobs will have been done. But the day
staff, prayers and roll-call over, start right in with then-
work, and by eight o'clock all the patients have been
washed and fed, and the wards are ready for the visits of
the doctors. It is the custom in India for patients who
are ill not to wash. Although the South Indian is prob-
ably the cleanest race in the world, and normally bathes
at least once a day, yet when he is ill he stops bathing
immediately from fear of chill. In hospital, however, he
gets washed all over nearly every day. Of course, there
are a few special cases who have not got to submit to
this ordeal, and others will have to have their wash in
hot water ; but in India the " cold " water is usually tepid,
and most patients submit cheerfully to the wash, although
it is entirely against their tradition.
B}r eight o'clock the Indian medical men have had
prayers (in English) with Dr. Orr and myself, and at
once we proceed to go round the wards. At eight there
is a short service in each ward, usually taken by the senior
orderly, or the doctor in charge. It seems hardly fair,
does it, to hit a man when he's down—that is to say,
to preach at a patient when he is lying in bed and can't
get away from it ? The old idea of medical missions as a
bait to catch the unwary and then proceed to proselytize
him is obviously not merely out of date, but definitely
wrong and unChristian. So I thought one day, and I
stopped the ward services. Before evening we had requests
from various patients all over the hospital, Hindus, Mos-
lems, and Christians, to continue them. Conscience was
satisfied—the patients themselves had asked for the services
—and we have held them ever since. After all, we are
running the hospital because Christ healed the sick folk
who came to Him. So it seems only honest that we should
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